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~~FIRST NINETY YEARS

ARE HARDEST~~-Fuller
",The first ninety years are the hardest," claimed Pdesident Edward C.
Fuller in his Keynote Address last Saturday, Charter Day. Speaking before
a group of students, faculty, alumQi and
parents in the Memorial Gym, Dr. Ful·
ler went on to state that just as in the
past St. Stephens-Bard has had many hard
times with which to contend, so Bard
is now again faced with many difficulties.
In the past we have succeeded in meeting and overcoming our problems, and
Dr. Fuller was confident that we shall
continue to do so.
Tracing St. Stephens-J3ard's history,
Dr. Fuller went back to 1853, when
10hn Bard bought Annandale. In the
subsequent years, The Chapel of Holy
Innocents and Bard Hall were built.
Several young men began to study for
the ministry there and 10hn Bard offered the buildings, fifteen acres and one
thousand dollars a year for the creation
of a formal college. The charter making
St. Stephens a college of arts, sciences,
letter~, and higher religion was granted
March 20, 1860. The college opened
with a grand total of three instructors
and twelve students. During these first
few years, Aspinwall, also known as
Occident, was built. When a "temporary" building was put up somewhat
east Qf Aspinwall it became known as
Orient.
Because of the Civil War, St. Stephens
had difficulty getting students, and a
good many wardens came, grew discouraged, and after a short time, left.
In 1863 Warden Fairbairn, who was
to remain for thirty-five years came to
St. Stephens. During his stay Stone
Row, a number of lesser buildings, and
the Hoffman Memorial Library were
built.
However, the curriculum remained fixed and unvaried. After another stream of wardens, Dr. Rogers
came to Bard in 1909, where he remained until the First World War
when' he was succeeded by Dr. Bell. Dr.
Bell's administration saw the building
of Hegeman and the Memorial Gym.
It also saw the arrival of the Dr. Obreshkove and Dr. Sottery. After a year's
study of St. Stephens, Dr. Tewksbury
who came to the college in 1933, instigated the Bard program in the fall of
1934. Dr. Frauenfelder is the only member of the present faculty who came the
first year of the new program.
Turning to the p.resent, Dr. Fuller
spoke of a world which is divided and
full of fear. Conflict, insecurity, and
unhappiness are present in every phase
of life.
While he believes that
strength is necessary, Dr. Fuller recalled the plea made by Senator MacMahon for fifty thousand dollars to be
spent for peaceful means to prevent war.
This raises the question of realism versus idealism.
Conflict exists in places other than
the international scene, however. Labor
and capital, racial difficulties, the farm

bloc, the "welfare" state, youth and old
age, the conflict between pure scientists
and the government over the with-holding of news of new discoveries, all add
to the general tension of the world. The
fear, insecurity, and unhappiness with
which we are, now faced extends even
to the colleges where teachers feel the
need for organizing unions. According
to Dr. Fuller Hollywood, comic-books,
radio, and television are vulgarizing
and degrading cultural taste in such
fields as music and the graphic arts. In
a world tremendously disturbed many
questions are being raised, not all of
which are being answered.
We are making much progress in the
fields of science, social studies, and art,
but Dr. Fuller asserted that we must
not become too specialized or too one
sided. The day of living in Ivory
Towers is over. Dr. Fuller concluded
by saying that we are our brothers
keepers, and that we must have a togetherness. He sununed up this need in
a quotation from 10hn Donne:
"No man is an Iland entire of
himselfe;
Every man is a peece 'of the continent, a part of the maine;
If a Cold bee washed away by yhe
Sea, Europe is the lesse as well
as if
A promotorie were, as well as if a
Mannor of thy firend of thine
own were;
Any man's death diminshes me, be, cau~ I am involved in Mankind,
And therefore never send to know for
whom the bell tolls,
It tolls for thee."
Emily Kahn

Are the Social Studies
Over - Specialized?
According to the majority opinion
at the Charter Day Panel on Social
Sciences, the intense specialization of
knowledge among today's experts creates
a need for a group of men equipped
to coordinate the knowledge of such
experts.
Moderated by Mr. Fred Crane, instructor in American History, the fields
represented included politics, theology, education, sociology, business
executive, and medicine.
Causing the greatest amount of debate were the remarks of Charles Gary,
political advisor and journalist. "The
problem of foreign affairs," . said Mr.
Gary, "involves Politics, Economics,
Sociology, Anthropology, History, and
it involves, above all, people."
Turning more specifically to the problem of specialization, Mr. Gary went
on to say that in politics intellectual
sythesis is more important than specialization and that the existent campeti(C~ntinued on Page 2)

Alva Myrdal Lauds
Bard Program;
Sights Scholarship
"Bard is to be lauded as being one of
the first American Colleges to recognize
that the internationalization of education is essential to world peace," said
Mrs. Alva Myrdal, famed socialogist
and Director of the Social Affairs division of the United Nations. Mrs.
Myrdal's address was delivered to an
. official Convocation of the College last
Saturday evening on the occasion of the ·
90th birthday of the college and the official announcement of the International Scholarship Program. The Convocation commenced with an academic
procession . led by the Student Council.
followed by the President, the guest
speaker and the faculty and dean.
After the invocation Dr. Fuller introduced Mr. Gruver, member of the
Board of Trustees. Mr. Gruver outlined the scope and intent of the International Scholarship Program, noting
that it was a small but meaningful attempt to acquaint foreign students with
American culture and values. He pointed out that the responsibility inherent
in such an effort was great and should
be recognized and met by the Bard
community.
After being introduced by Mr. Gruver, .M rs. Myrdal expressed her pleasure
at being invited to speak at Bard on
what to her, as well as the community,
was an auspicious occasion. She stressed the fact that Bard was one of the
few schools that have yet "put their
finger on the crux of the problem" -of
education in relation to international
understanding, and she feels that such
education is one of the few remainin2
hopes between us .and <lestruction by a
'
third world war.

Mrs. Myrdal made it quite clear that
the constructive flow of international
and intercultural understanding was
not a matter. easy of achievement. A."
an example of the difficulties encountered she sighted and approved highly of
President Truman's Four Point Program for aid to the "have not" countries
by means of an exchange of ideas and
know-how. The first requirement of
those to be sent to technologically needy
areas is that they be thoroughly traiqed
experts in their fields. But, more important than this, these experts must
have flexible personalities, enabling them
to acquire a basic understanding and a
fundimental sympathy for the people of
the area into which they are sent. The
second additional requirement is that
these men know the language thoroughly, an language which is, in most cases,
little spoken and rarely taught. The
third important requirement is· a ready
knowledge of the area in terms of economics and geography.
Obviously, the kind of education required by these sorely needed experts,
combined with the conviction that the
most important kind of education in
thi~ time of crisis must have an international focus, poses a sev~re problem for
American schools. Mrs. Myrdal was
kind enough to believe that The International Scholarship Program indicated
that Bard was almost unique in its
recognition of the necessity of the internationalization of education-a necessity she said, that resolved itself into
a race between education and destrucMiles Hollister
tiarl.

REPRESENTATIVE
ARTS DISCUSS
FUTURE

Panel Agrees O~·
Role of Science

.Miss Anne Franke, textile designer;
Mr. F. Overton, actor, and Mr. David
Getlar Smith, painter we're the .guest
members of the art panel held last Saturday at 2 p. m. The topic presented
by Mr. Stefan Hirsch in his opening
address was "Art Forecasts," but as
the meeting progressed amateur art became the nucleus of discussion and precipitated almost a basic disagreement
concerning the function of art.
Mr. Hirsch began: " . . . The usual
motivation for prophesies, ladies and
gentlemen, is either disapproval of existing conditions or wishful thinking. But
the essence of correct predictions is experience." Mr. Hirsch then stated that
he would restrict himself to painting.
He traced the development of western
art, dividing it into classical and gothic
with a common property, "naturalism."
"The melting pot of these two world,"
he said, "was the south of France. The
catalyst: Christianity!" He -mentioned
that in western art the main p.reoccupation was with space and light. The invention of perspective and chair oscuro
are both part of the tradition.
In modern art, he said, there was a
(Continued on Page 2)

To what extent is a government justified in supressing the results of pure
research? How can the general public
be given a knowledge of scientific achievements adequate for formulating an
cpinion on political issues involving
scientific ideas? With what agency
does the responsibility of scientific education lie, the government, the educators,
or a free press? These were the questions under discussion 'at the Science
Panel last Saturday afternoon
The group, under the chairmanship
of Mr.' Charles 1. Tremblay, instructor
in mathematics, say that the main problem of the three Questions was one of
communication. The members of the
gathering agreed that the needs of
science itself are being met successfully.
The main problem of science today is
its relation to the rest of society.
. The question of government censorship of results from pure research (nontechnological research) was the first of
the formal questions to come under discussion. The crux of the problem
seemed' to be that pure research is
unusually close to military application in this new era.
Often the
(Continued On Page 2)
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Social Studies
(Continued from Page 1)

tion and antagonism between specialized
groups which was seen during the war
THE FLATTERING 'WORD
between the branches of the service is
by George Kelly
to the American character and
peculiar
Time : Late afternoon of a · cold March day
detrimental to overall cooperation.
in 1925
Place: The living room of the Rigley home..
"Ability to synthesize is inborn or
Mary Rigley
Charlotte Emerson
transmitted from father to son in early
Rev. Rigley · .... . ........ .. . . Dick Amero
Mrs. Rigley .. . ....... . .... Judy Sherman life. ' It is not gained through formal
Eugene Tesh .. . ... . . . .. ... Scott Peyton education," Mr. Gary continued.
Lena Zooker
. . . . . Dian Kaufman '
This last statement caused some disDirected by Robert Smith
agreement among the members of the
The two one-act plays presented by panel. Ruth Gillard, sociologist, mainthe Drama Workshop provided a de- tained that we "art training people into
lightful respite from ' the more serious specialization." As an example of this
matters which were being discussed over Miss Gillard pointed to the recent trend
the Charter Day week-end.
in medicine to replace the family docThe first on the bill was George tor with a large series of specialists.
Kelly's The Flattering Word which feaDr. Joseph c. Watts, specialist in in
tured Scott Peyton as Eugene Tesh a ternal medicine contradicted this viewchildhood acquaintance, turned actor, of point to some extent. Agreeing that the
Mary Rigley's (Charlotte Emerson). trend toward specialization of medicine
He returns to visit her in the horne of exists, he said that it did not go to the
her reverend husband played by Dick extent of outnumbering family doctors
Amero. Judy Sherman, the only drama as Miss Gillard had charged.
major in the cast of five, played the
Dr. Watts granted that the family or
part of a parish gossip well but did not general practitioner was important, but
bring anything new to a trite type of pointed out that the specialist was equalcharacter. Dian Kaufman in the role of ly so. "It is impossible for one man to
a fourteen year old, forced by Sherman have a thorough knowledge of all
to recite before the actor, played the part branches of medicine," he said, "and the
of a stuff nosed adolescent in a satis- specialist, as long as he retains his sense
factory, though over characturized man- of the entirity of the human body and
ner.
mind, is an important implementation
Kaufman's over-acting seemed the to the general practitioner."
fault ' of Bob Smith's uninterpretive diGeorge Ladd, department store exerecting.
I t resulted in a somewhat cutive, in disagreement with Dr. Watts,
monotone performance.
noted that in his field at least the need
Dick Amero as a reverend, whose for specialized experts exists only in a
world had no room for the theatre, dis- few positions. "What is really needed
played at moments a sparkling person- in an executive position," he maintained,
ality. I recall particularly his reaction "is the ability to come up· with the
when informed -that his picture looked right answer quickly. Men need to
like that of an actor. Also his bravado know how to work with people and
performance of Tennyson's "Ring the how to make them work."
Bells."
As an example of training for such
As Amero's wife Charlotte Emerson Qualifications, Mr. Ladd pointed to the
carried out her role with the proper Harvard Business School. He said that
restraint due the functional part she this institution is aware that pure techplayed.
nical knowledge is not enough and preIn the starring role Scott Peyton pares its students for a broad undercarried off the part of a debonair actor standing of people and fields related to
with savoir faire in spite of a series of their speciality.
fluffs. He gave the feeling that he was
Despite several interesting contrary
quite unaware of any audience but viewpoints, the general opinion of the
the one he was facing within the limits participants in ' the social studies panel
of the stage.
on specialization was unfavorable to
As to Bob Smith's direction I would this modern phenomena. It was generalsay it was on the whole inadequate, ly agreed that there is a need for a group
although, he seemed to move his of men with wide enouglj knowledge to
characters about with a minimum of synthesize the work of experts, and to
wasted action. On the other hand, imbue in these men a broader viewpoint
however, he might well have vurtailed which would eliminate the prevalant
the . almost .continuous mugging that competition between varic>us branches
went on during the play.
of knowledge.
Margo H. Neumann
THE BOOR by Anton Checkov
Time: An afternoon in 1898
Place: The living room of the Popov home.
Helena Ivanovrla Popov .. . Debby Sussman
Grigori Stephanovitch Smirnov . . ...
Howard Honig
Luka
........
.. Bill Sorrells
Directed by Ted Flicker
..j'

PRODUCTION STAFF:
Properties " Mary McKittrick, Frances Mo
Stage Manager
.. Joan Abner
Electrician . . . .. . .. . . Larry Hagman
Properties .......... Mary McKittrick
Frances Morris

The Boor starring a heavily bearded
boorish Howard Honig impressed me
as being the more articulate of the two
presentations.
Debi Sussman as a
Matisse-like Russian widow played in
sharp contrast to Honig's performance
of a persistant creditor.
Sussman gave her part a three dimentional portrayal adding luster to
Checkoy's already gemlike character.
Honig, a drama major, carried off
his long part, during which he was on
stage some twenty minutes, in a fashion
which held his audience's unflagging attention throughout the play. Perhaps
thrt!'e or four times I could see Ted
Flicker behind Honig's beard. On the
whole I feel that Howard has taken a
large step forward from his performances of last semester.
Bill Sorrells did well by the timed
servant part he was in charge of. He
contributed healthily to the laughs provided by the two lead roles. I t can be
said of Bill that he also has developed
his stage presence over previous pe.rformances.
Flicker's direction was clean and exciting.
•
Bob ' Solotaire

In his concert of unrehearsed improvisations last Wednesday evening, Claire
Leonard dfvided his program into
serious and humourous pieces. In the
first group were included several preludes, fugues, arid waltzes, and in the
second descriptive and comical improvisations.
Mr. Leonard, during this concert,
once again showed his remarkable talent
for "making his piano talk." In the
more serious works of the evening the
romantic tenderness and sensitivity of
thr pianist left his audience hushed and
entranced ..
In the lighter part of the program the
musical pictures were vivid and showed
an exceptional knowledge of the functions of chords and forms.
One number in particular, "Infra
Red," exemplified this descriptive style.
Through the use of the upper scales of
the keyboard and an intense, exciting
touch, Mr. Leonard transformed the
~rey and brown of Bard Hall into an
infra red mass.
Completely unconventional as was
this program of improvisations, it presented an interesting and enjoyable
T. P., M. N.
evening:

Arts
(Continued irom Page 1)
feeling of "despair about the blessings
of our tradition."
He also stated
"Modern Art starts more or less simultaneously with modern research in nuclear and cosmic physics with inquiries
into origins in psychology and anthopology."
" ... The highly private character of
its ( Modern Art) expressive means,
which to understand, appears to require
special initiation. That is only partly '
true. The dilemma of the modern
artist is that, in rejecting a large part
of the esthetics of the last 700 years,
he also had to discard a good deal of
the technical means of the past. Therefore he must develop new means and
new techniques."
Mr. Hirsch prophesized that "the art
of the future may integrate new, nonwestern influences into contemporary
art." He cited oriental and indian art.
To support this contention he noted the
rise of the "self-taught" painter and
the "epidemic growth of amateur art."
Stefan Hirsch concluded with the problem of art education. "In considering
our student as amateur we do not have
to decide to leave him strictly to his
own devices. The importance of the
amateur lies not in being self-taught
but in being asthetically hone~t and
active ... But above all we should try
to teach them humility and understanding when they look at the work of others
who may conceivably be greater than
themselves. And we must also listen
very carefully to our students for what
indications they may give us, willingly
or not, of the shape of things to corne in
a world whose present shape we are
not entirely without guilt."
Miss Franke then told how textile
design was influenced by trends in art .
She said: "Woven 'textiles had been uninteresting, flat and commercial. There
became a demand for hand woven fabrics. These fabrics were much richer
and the artistic trend became commercial.
Changing the subject for a moment
Mr. Smith said: "What we need is a
clarification of the aura of mystery created by the artist himself about his work.
Values are going up the chimney. The
mumbo jumbo an artist creates about
his work is a sales talk . . . and God
know's, he needs it-"
',.
"Art," he said "is basically a language. We have with the arts a 360
degree viewpoint." He added: "The
mystery about art is unfortunate. As
a result society suffers, and the indhridual suffers. Art should not be for the
chosen few."
Mr. Smith maintained that art, like
language, changes. "Only dead languages remain the same. Furthermore
art by and large becomes archeological.
When an artist is dead physically his
art should be destroyed."
M r. Overton also said, that art should
be communication. "In the theatre it
is difficult to abstract art." He believed
there was room for experimentation in
the theatre, but not in New York." He
~ aid that Tennessee Williams and
Meilziner were pioneers along this line.
He felt that there was an obstacle between the actor and the audience. Mr.
Smith interrupted at this time and said
that it all reverts back to education.
In the discussion which followed Mr.
Fraunfelder expressed his doubts about
Mr. Smith's simple definition of art. He
said: "art is not simple since we are very
complicated. Simplicity does not fit into
our civilization or age."
Marty Johnson

Search for a single, inclusive
good is doomed to failure. Such
happiness as life is capable of
comes from the full participation
of all our powers in the endeavor
to wrest from each changing situation of experience its own full
and unique meaning.
John Dewey

Science
(Continued from Page 1)
scientist voluntarily keeps his basic
research secret, but frequently a censor
now does not have the scientific background to pass on the potential value of
resul ts of research.
The discussion continued with the
ideas that it is obvious that the government is censoring research directly.
However, it questioned the problem of
indirect censorship with the ever-increasing role of government in the educational field and subsidy of research.
I t was stated that there are two main
methods of government subsidy, through
the U. S. Armed forces and the U. S.
Public Health Service. Dr. John Rice
stated that the Public Health Service
has a selective process that studies ·both
the work to be done and the individual '
involved. He vvent on to say that the
sel.tction is made by scientists and not
politicians and that the Service has a
fairly liberal record of selection.
It was pointed out that the private institutions organized to subsidize research
have been fading in importance. The
reasons given for the weakening of these
organizations is the increasingly large
amount of money the government takes
from groups contributing to pdvate or·
ganizations such as the Rockefeller and
Kettering Institutions and the private
universities and colleges.
The discussion group which had
come into close contact with government
regulation of research concluded that as
the systems are now set up, there is not
too much danger from that source.
The problem of exchange of ideas
between scientist and non-scientist then .
came under discussion. The tremendous need for more accurate, readable
reporting of science was expressed and
confirmed by all members present. The
need for more" reporting like that of
Paul DeKruif and Bill Laurence of the
N ew York Times and the Scientific
American has become a critical problem.
The discussion went on to point out
that "of course there are certain phases
of science that can be understood by
only a very few, but a large bulk of
the important knowledge and results of
research can, and must, be known by the
general public if they are to continue
to enjoy their freedom."
Fritz Steinway, Bard Alumnus, felt
that the major objective of a science
teacher is not so much to acquaint the
large majority of students with ,factual
knowledge, but rather with the problems of science, its method, and its limits.
Dr. Edward Fuller said that "for. years
Bard has' been turning out well rounded
students in all fields except science, from
which they've been staying away like
mad !"
Fritz Steinway felt that "there should
be less objectivity and more humanism
in the scientist. He must be conscious
of what he is doing as a human being.
Both scientists from Wood's Hole and
DuPont answered with a personal
yehemence that "scientists are human!"
The respective townspeople were quoted
as saying, "Oh, the scientists I've met
are human, but the rest of thetse guys
are real crackpots!"
Dr. Fuller stated that "people don't
understand science and therefore resent
it. People, from the end of World War
I to the end of World War II have put
scientists on a pedestel, scientists must
now get off that pedestal which other
people put them on. We must fight a
growing anti-scientific feeling."
Bill Lewitt

CORRECTION
The editors of the BARDIAN wish
to note that Roger Phillips' name was
signed contrary to his wishes at the end
of the article in the March 22 issue
on Kap & Gray house. The editors
would like to express their apologies.

